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Format Converter

Using the Format Converter, you can convert data to another format (for example, you can convert Lotus
data to Excel format). The original file is not altered during conversion.

This section provides the following information:

Starting the Format Converter

Supported File Formats

Unsupported File Formats

Creating a Format File

Overview of Field Formats in a Format File
Converting a File

Startup Parameters

Starting the Format Converter

If you do not specify otherwise during installation, an Entire Connection folder automatically appears in
the Programs folder of the Start menu after Entire Connection has been installed. It contains the shortcuts
for the Entire Connection components, including the Format Converter.

» To start the Format Converter

® From the Start menu, chooBeograms > Software AG Entire Connectiom.n.n > Format
Converter.
The "Entire Connection Format Converter" window appears:

. Entire Connection Format Converter [_ =] |

— Source — Destination
Look in: ||:I:"~...'\entire connection 4.1.1 Eile name:
1 data PeeadminResGR.DL |
_1Home PociPl ooy Coneert bo file ype:
1 proc »] PCCBS2.dI p '
tables ] PCCColor.di |ASCH [~ncd) =
B DEPENDS.EXE ] PCCComm.di
MATUNINS. I ] PecCammDlgs.di
Poc3270.dIl @ PecCommDIgsResGF
2 Pecd11GR.chm E PecCornmPort. dll
2 Pocd 1105, chm @ PCCCorve.dl
S PCCADMIN EXE ¥ PecCanvert exe

i

File pame: |

Fietyps:  [alFies () =

Format prompt ... Cloze Help

You can nowcreate a format filer convert a fileas described below.
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Supported File Formats

You can convert data to and from the following formats:

Format Extension

ASCII *.ncd or any other extension not included in this table (for example, *.tx{).
Basic *.prn

dBase Il *.dbf

Data Interchange Forme *.dif

HTML *.htm or *.html. This is a specific HTML format that can also be opened with
Microsoft Excel 2000.

Encryption *.enc

Excel * XIs (seePrerequisitedn the Installation section for further information)

IBM-compatible COBOL *.ncc

Lotus without labels * wks or *.wk1

Lotus with labels * wki
Multiplan *.mpn
XML * xml
Note:

Although Entire Connection supports binary files, you cannot convert them.

Unsupported File Formats
You cannot convert the following:

Binary files

Downloaded reports

Downloaded variable data records
Macro fields (for example, in Multiplan)
Metadata

External file link fields

You cannot convert a file to the same format.
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Creating a Format File

A format file must exist for each file you want to convert. It contains information about the fields in the
file to be converted and their lengths (feemat Filedn the Data Transfer section).

The format file must be stored in the same directory as the file to be converted and must have the same
name as the file for which is is created. The extension of a format file is always "ncf".

When downloading data, a format file is automatically created.
A format file does not exist in the following cases:

A format file was not created at download time becauseGheate format filecheck box in the user
properties was not marked.

The file was not created via download.

The format file has been deleted.

Data weredownloaded directly to Excel

If Natural 2.1.5 or a later version is installed on the mainframe, the field names are obtained from the
"ncf" file when converting files to "wkl", "wrl" and "dbf".

You can modify an existing format file or create a new format file.

» To create or modify a format file

1. Inthe "Entire Connection Format Converter" window, choosEdh@at prompt button.
The "Open" dialog box appears.

pen _____________________ HH

Look ir: I £5) Entire Connection 4.1.1

1 data
_1 Home
1 proc
[ tables

File name: I Open

File tupe: I Format file [*.ncf) j Cancel

2. Select the required directory and enter the name for the new format file in the text box. You need not
specify an extension since it is automatically provided.
Or select the format file that you want to modify in the dialog box.

3. Choose th®pen button.
The "Format Prompt" dialog box appears.
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Format Prompt |
Farmat file: |T ahle.ncf
— Farmat
Add..
Delete
Fodify...
Up Drovary
— Decimal Symbal
" Commal] i+ Daot[]
k. Cancel Help

4. Choose the option button for the decimal symbol that is to be used (comma or dot).
The following command buttons are provided (in addition to the standard buttons):

Add Add a field.
Delete | Delete the selected field.

Modify | Modify the selected field.
You can also double-click a field to modify]i

—

Up Move the selected field up.

Down |Move the selected field down.

You can now define all required fields as described below. The fields must correspond to the fields in
the file for which you create the format file.
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» To define the fields

1.

To add a field, choose tAeld button.
The "Define Format" dialog box appears:

Define Format E |

Eormat bpe:

Qk. Canicel

From the "Format type" drop-down list box, select the desired format type.
In the "Length” spin box, specify the desired field length (except for a logical field).
For a numeric field, you have to enter the number of digits before and after the decimal symbol.

Define Format E |

Eormat bpe:

Crigits before |1 g 3:

decimal symbal:

Digits after decimal
sypmbal: IEI 3:

] Cancel |

. Choose th&®K button.

The field definition is now shown in the "Format Prompt" dialog box.

. Repeat the above steps to add all required fields.
. Optionally: to delete, modify or move the selected field, choose the corresponding command button.

The "Format Prompt" dialog box may now look as follows:
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Format Prompt |

Format file: |T able.nct

— Farrnat

A20 Add.

BE

Eg Delete

:_2 Modify. .
Up Doty

— Decimal Symbal
" Commal] % Dot[]

Og Cancel Help

7. Choose th®K button to save the format file.
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Overview of Field Formats in a Format File

The following field formats are available:

ntation

which
rther

Format | Description

An Alphanumeric format wheneis a digit which is equal to or greater than 1. The maximum
value which can be specified depends on your Natural version. See the Natural docume
for further information.

Bn Binary format whera is a digit which is equal to or greater than 1. The maximum value
can be specified depends on your Natural version. See the Natural documentation for fu
information.

F4 Floating point format with 4 bytes.

F8 Floating point format with 8 bytes.

In Integer format wherais 1, 2 or 4.

L1 Logical format.

Nn.x | Numeric decimal format whereis a digit between 1 and 29 axé a digit between 0 and 7.

The sum oh andx cannot be greater than 29. (1 to 27 for Natural versions up to but not

including 2.2.)

Packed data from the mainframe is represented as numeric data on the PC.
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Converting a File

When a format file exists, you can convert a file as described below.

» To convert a file

1. On the left side of the "Entire Connection Format Converter" window, select the file to be converted.
Using the "File type" drop-down list box, you can specify that only files with a specific extension are
shown (for example, you can limit the display to Excel files with the extension "xIs").

2. In the "Destination" group box, enter the name for the target file in the text box.
You need not specify an extension. It is automatically provided depending on the file type you select
from the "Convert to file type" drop-down list box.
If you do not specify a path with the name, the target file is created in the current directory.

3. From the "Convert to file type" drop-down list box, select the desired format.

. Entire Connection Format Converter HiE |

—Source — Destination
Lok in: ||:I:'x...'\entire connection 4.7.14%data [l vieiie:
ha Tahble.xls |Tal:u|e_fru:|m_E wcel

|
LConvvert to file type:

File narne: ITabIe.:-:IS

File type: [Encel -.as) =]

Format prompt ... | Cloze Help

4. Choose th€onvert button.
If a file with the name you have just specified exists, a dialog box appears. If you want to overwrite
the existing file, choose théesbutton.
A message indicating that conversion is in progress is shown. The target file is created in the
specified directory.
If a format file does not exist, an error message appears. In this case, you must first create a format
file and then repeat conversion.

5. To quit the Format Converter, choose@hese button.
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Startup Parameters

The Format Converter is started by invoking Pccconvert.exe.

If you create a shortcut for Pccconvert.exe, you can modify its properties in order to define the language
with which the Format Converter is to be started.

Note:
Starting with Windows 2000, this information applies only to shortcuts on your desktop (it does not apply
to the shortcut in the Start menu or a copy of it).

Format Converter Properties E R |

General Shortcut |

Q Format Conwerter
=

Target type: Application
T arget lacation: Entire Connection 4.1.1
Target: fiware AGNEntie Connection 4.1.1%PecConvert exe’

IV | Eluriin separate memony space

Start in: I"D:'\P‘rn:-gram Filez\Saftware AGAEntire Connectio

Shartcut key: INnne

Bur I tarmnal window j

Find Target. .. | Ehangelcnn...l

] Cancel | Sl

The syntax for invoking the Format Converter with an English user interface is the following:

[ drive:\path\ ]Pccconvert.exe /US

The syntax for invoking the Format Converter with a German user interface is the following:

[ drive:\path\ ]Pccconvert.exe IGR

When a language is not defined, English is used by default.
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